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Amina Said Ali is a scientist and a poet. She works as a Researcher 
Technician at the Medical Epidemiology/Bio-Bank in the Karolinska 
Institute in Stockholm, Sweden.
Abukar Arman is an educator working for the Columbus, Ohio public 
schools. He is also a community activist and youth mentor who has 
delivered presentations, conducted workshops, and provided consult-
ing services to various public and private organizations on the topic 
of immigrant youth. Arman is one of the founders of the International 
Academy of Columbus, where he serves as a board member. He is also 
a member of the Interfaith Association of Central Ohio’s Education 
Committee.
Lidwien Kapteijns is Kendall/Hodder Professor of History at Welles-
ley College, where she teaches African and Middle Eastern history. She 
has published widely on the history of Sudan and Somalia. Her most 
recent book, with Maryan Omar Ali, is Women’s Voices in a Man’s World: 
Women and the Pastoral Tradition in Northern Somali Orature, c. 1899–1980 
(Heinemann, 1999).
Helga Leitner is Professor of Geography and a faculty member in 
the Institute for Global Studies and the Interdisciplinary Center for 
the Study of Global Change at the University of Minnesota. She has 
authored two books and written numerous articles and book chap-
ters on international migration, immigrant incorporation, the politics 
of immigration and citizenship, and the political economy of urban 
development. Her current research interests include immigrant expe-
riences, geographies of governance and citizenship, and interurban 
policy and activist networks.
Colleen McDonald, M.A. candidate, is currently Development Direc-
tor for Community University Health Care Center in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. She has a background in international development educa-
tion and enjoys learning about Somali culture, especially dance.
David McGraw Schuchman, MSW, LICSW, is a Licensed Independent 
Clinical Social Worker. He has been a Mental Health Supervisor at 
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Community University Health Care Center in Minneapolis, Minne-
sota for over a decade. The past six years he has managed the clinic’s 
Somali Mental Health Program. After more than 27 years of service in 
the mental health field, David recognizes that he still learns something 
new every day.
Ahmed I. Samatar is the James Wallace Professor and Dean of Interna-
tional Studies and Programming at Macalester College. With expertise 
in the areas of global political economy, political and social theory, and 
African development, Samatar is the author/editor of five books and 
over thirty articles, including the most recent book The State in Africa: 
Reconsiderations (2002). He is the founding editor-in-chief of Bildhaan, 
the first international journal of Somali Studies, as well as editor of 
Macalester International, a journal of undergraduate education and 
internationalism. His current research is on two tracks: a two volume 
collaborative work on leadership and the Somali experience; and glo-
balization and the rise of Islamic consciousness.
Hussein M. Samatar holds an MBA in Financial Management Services 
from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. Currently 
the Executive Director of the African Development Center (ADC) in 
Minneapolis, he is responsible for program development, fundraising, 
financial management, staff supervision, strategic planning, and board 
development. Before starting the ADC in March 2003, he worked for 
eight years for the Wells Fargo Business Banking Division.
Saad Ali Shire holds a Ph.D. and works for Dahabshiil Transfer Ser-
vices Limited in the United Kingdom.
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